HALES WORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

SURVEYOR/PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 


HALESWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Halesworth  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1956,  during 
which  year  Dr.  P.G.  Cannon  was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

I became  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  February,  1957,  but  am 
responsible  for  the  1956  Annual  Report. 

There  is  a slight  fall  in  the  Birth  Rate  compared  with  1955  but  it 
is  still  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales, 

The  Death  Rate  is  still  low. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Maternal  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  are 

NIL. 


The  tuberculosis  figure  is  still  somewhat  higher  in  Halesworth  than  in 
some  of  the  surrounding  areas.  A total  of  9 persons  were  referred  for  future 
examination  as  a result  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  which  visited  Halesworth 
in  January,  1956. 

Five  new  cases  were  added  to  the  tuberculosis  register  during  the  year. 
Four  of  these  were  new  notifications  and  one  was  an  inward  transfer  from 
another  area. 

The  information  in  this  report  on  food  premises,  shops,  Factories  and 
housing  is  compiled  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector  to  whom  I am  indebted. 

I have  the  honour  to  bo 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.G.  NUTTEN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
1956. 


General  Statistics, 


Area  (in  acres)  1,107 
Reg i Strain-General  estimate  of  population  (Mid  1956)  2,310 
Numbor  of  inhabited  houses  745 
Rateable  Valuo  £29,466 
Product  of  penny  rate  £113 


Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

17 

21 

38 

(Illegitimate) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Illegitimacy  rate,  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimacy  rate  (England  and  Wales)  per  1,000 

live  births 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Adjusted  birth  rate 

Birth  rate  (England  and  Wales 

Comparability  factor 


= Nil 

46.0  per  1,000 
= live  births. 

= 16.5 
= 19.3 

= 15.7  per  1,000 
population. 

= 1.17 


Still  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births 

1 

1 

(Illegitimate) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (Live  and  still)  = 25.6 

Still  birth  rate  (England  and  Wales)  per  1,000  livo 

and  still  births.  = 23.0 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (Live  and  still)  = 25.6 

Still  birth  rate  (England  and  Wales)  per  1,000  livo 

and  still  births.  = 23.0 

Matomal  Mortality. 

Maternal  Mortality  = 0 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  = 0 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales 

per  1,000  total  births.  = 0.56 


Infant  Mortality 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  1 year  of  age 

- 

- 

.. 

(Illegitimate) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Infant  Mortality  rate 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Nil. 


Nil. 

23.8  per  1,000 
live  births. 


1. 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths. 


Deaths „ All  Ages 


Male 

Fonalo 

Total 

10 

13 

23 

= 9.9 

= 8.8 

= 11.7  per  1,000 
Population. 

+ 0.89 

Ad. justed  Birth  and  Death  Rates;  Comparability  Factor. 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Adjusted  Death  rate 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Comparability  Factor 


Local  Birth  Ratos  are  expressed  in  terms  of  population.  Theso  populations 
are  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  and  comprise  persons  of  all  ages, 
including  those  who  have  no  influence  on  the  Birth  Rate. 


These  latter  do,  however,  affect  the  birth  rate  in  that  a high  proportion 
of  them  in  a population  tends  to  lower,  and  a small  proportion  tends  to  raise 
the  true  rate. 

The  siee  of  this  proportion  will  vary  in  different  areas  and,  therefore, 
the  elimination  or  standardisation  of  such  a factor  will  give  a truer  comparison 
between  areas. 


The  Registrar  General  issues  a Comparability  Factor  on  these  lines. 
Multiplication  of  the  Crude  Birth  Rate  of  an  area  by  the  Comparability  Factor 
gives  the  adjusted  birth  rate  and  can  be  compared  with  the  adjusted  rate  of  any 
other  area  or  with  the  Crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Comparability  factor 
for  deaths  is  obtained  in  a similar  way  to  the  above. 


The  area  comparability  factors  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  where 
applicable.  The  factors  for  certain  areas,  whore  rapid  increase  or  reduction  in  the 
population  materially  affects  its  composition  by  sex  and  ago  groups,  are  also  adjusted 
on  that  account. 

The  doath  rate  area  comparability  factors  are,  this  year,  for  the  first 
time,  adjusted  specifically  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any  residential 
institutions  in  each  area. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Fomalo 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach. 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  neoplasm 

- 

2 

2 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

1 

4 

5 

Other  heart  disease. 

4 

3 

7 

Other  circulatory  Disease. 

— 

1 

1 

-X- 

Influenza. 

i 

- 

1 

Pneumonia. 

i 

mm 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

i 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

- 

1 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

i 

— 

1 

u- 

13 

23 

2 


Note  on  Causes  of  Death 


Motor  Vehicle  Accident. 

This  occurred  in  a male  aged  37.  It  was  due  to  multiple  injuries  following 
a collision  on  a Public  Highway  between  a motor  cycle  ridden  by  the  deceased  and 
a commercial  motor  vehicle.  Ho  died  on  his  way  to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital. 

Influonza. 

In  a male  agod  64,  who  also  had  Heart  Failure. 

Pneumonia. 

In  a male  aged  67. 

Road  Accidents. 


In  Great  Britain  an  average  of  fifteen  people  die  every  day  as  the  result  of 
road  traffic  accidents  and  750  are  injured. 

For  1956  the  Ministry  of  Transport  figures  for  road  accidents  are  as 
follows 


Pedestrians . 

Pedal  Cyclists. 

Motor  Cyclists. 

Occupants  of  other  motor  vehicles. 
Horse  Riders, 

Total 


Killed. 

Injured. 

2,270 

61,689 

650 

49,169 

1,250 

63,883 

1,197 

93,130 

- 

89 

5,367 

267,960 

Road  fatalities  in  1956  expressed  as  a percentage  were: 


Pedestrians.  42$ 

Motor  Cyclists,  and 

other  passengers.  22$ 

Motor  vehicle  drivers  and 

car  occupants.  22$ 

Pedal  Cyclists.  12$ 


Table  di  owing  the  more  important  causes  of  death,  nunbors  and  percentages. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

$ 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  system. 

13 

56.51 

Malignant  diseases. 

5 

21.74 

Influenza. 

1 

4.34 

Pneumonia. 

1 

4.34 

All  other  causes. 

3 

13.04 

23 

99.97 

78$  of  all  deaths  fall  under  two  headings  - Diseases  of  the  circulatory 
system  and  malignant  diseases. 
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Comparative  Statistics 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Population. 

2171 

2169 

2186 

2249 

2270 

2310 

2310 

No,  of  inhabited  houses. 

890 

742 

772 

810 

830 

806 

745 

No.  of  live  births. 

29 

23 

34 

35 

29 

12.8 

49 

38 

Birth  Rate  (Crude) 

13.4 

10.6 

15.5 

15.5 

21.2 

16.5 

No,  of  Still  Births. 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

1 

Maternal  mortality. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  mortality  rate. 

(No.  of  deaths). 

0 

43.5 

(1) 

45.4 

(2) 

142.8 

(5) 

0 

20.4 

(1) 

0 

No.  of  deaths  (All  ages) 

27 

40 

30 

30 

30 

18 

23 

Death  rate  (Crude) 

12.4 

18.4 

13.7 

13.3 

13.2 

7.8 

9.9 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year* 


Disease. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Whooping  Cough. 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever. 

— 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

- 

8 

8 

1 

11 

12 

Note  on  Infectious  Disease, 

Both  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred  in  September, 

Both  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  March, 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Definition; 

This  is  any  febrile  condition  occurring  in  a woman  in  whom  a temperature  of 
100,4°F  (3S°C)  or  more  has  occurrod  within  fourteen  days  after  childbirth  or 
miscarriage. 

The  notifier  is  required  to  give  the  cause,  so  that  possible  action,  if  the 
condition  is  due  to  infection,  can  be  taken. 

The  causes  of  the  8 cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  during  1956  were  as 
follows 


Breast  Inflammation  and  abscess  4 
Influenza  2 
Fistula  and  Post  Part urn  Haemorrhage  1 
Cause  unknown,  1 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  1956,  36  primary  immunisations  were  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  and  by  the  General  Practitioners.  Tho  dotails  are  as  follows 


Year  of  Birth 

Number  of  Children  Immunised, 

1956 

12 

1955 

23 

1954 

1 

1943-1953 

— 

36 

During  tho  same  year,  35  booster  doses  wore  given.  During  1954  and  1955  Primary 

immunisations  wore  carried  out,  . 

4t 


TUBERCULOSIS . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulnonary 

Nan-Pulmonary 

Pulnonary 

Non-Pulnonary 

* 

No.  of  cases  on  Register 
at  31.12.55. 

6 

2 

8 

1 

17 

No.  of  cases  added 
during  the  year. 

3 

- 

- 

2 

5 

No.  of  cases  removed 
during  tho  year. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  cases  on  the 
register  at  31.12.56. 

9 

2 

8 

L 

3 

22 

Cases'  added  to  the  Register 

New  Notifications 

4 

Inward  Transfers 

1 

Total 

5 

Cases  on  the  Register  according  to  ago  and  sox  at  31.12.56. 


Age  Group. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

5-14  years. 

2 

— m 

2 

15-24  u 

- 

3 

3 

25-44  » 

6 

2 

8 

45  - 64  " 

3 

5 

8 

65  or  over. 

— 

1 

1 

11 

11 

22 

Comparative  Figures  of  Tuberculosis  at  31*12.56. 


District. 

Population. 

Nunber  of  cases. 

Total . 

Cases  per  1,000 
population. 

Pulm. 

Non. Pulm. 

Beccles  M.B. 

7,060 

23 

6 

29 

4.1 

Blyth  R.D. 

19,210 

49 

14 

63 

3.3 

Bungay  U.D. 

3,560 

25 

6 

31 

8.7 

Halesworth  U.D. 

2,310 

17 

5 

22 

i 

9.5 

5 


Comparative  Figures  of  Tuberculosis  at  31.12,56,  (Cont). 


District, 

Population. 

Number 

of  cases. 

Total 

Cases  por  1,000 
Population. 

Pulm, 

Non. Pulm. 

Leiston-cun- 

r 

■ 

Sizewoll  U.D. 

4,130 

23 

2 

25 

6.1 

Wainford  R.D, 

6,740 

13 

11 

24 

3.6 

Halesworth  Area  X-ray  Survey. 

Halesworth  was  visited  by  the  Norwich  Mass  Radiography  Unit  from  the  16th 
to  23rd  January,  1956.  During  this  survey,  a total  of  1,070  persons  were  X-Rayed. 
Two  cases  of  lung  tuberculosis  were  found,  one  active  and  one  inactive.  One 
previously  diagnosed  case  was  discovered.  Nino  persons  were  referred  for  further 
examination.  The  details  are  as  follows :- 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  of  miniature  X-Ray 
Examinations. 

569 

501 

1,070 

Number  of  cases,  Pulmonary  T.B. 
Found . 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Active  cases. 

1 

1 

Cases  requiring  observation  at 
the  Chest  Clinic. 

1 

, 

1 

Inactive  Post  Primary  Lesions. 

1 

- 

1 

Previously  Diagnosed  cases. 

1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

4 

Among  the  other  diseases  discovered  woro:- 


Pneunonitis  1 

Bronchitis  1 

Sarcoidosis  1 

Basal  Fibrosis  1 

Eosinophilia  1 

Cardio-vascular  Lesions  1 

(Acquired) 

Total  6 


The  one  active  case,  plus  one  requiring  observation  at  the  Chest  Clinic  plus 
one  inactivo  Post  Primary  Lesion  plus  the  six  other  diseases  discovered  make  a 
total  of  9 persons  who  were  referred  for  further  examination. 

During  the  Halesworth  X-Ray  Survey  from  the  24th  February  to  5th  March,  1953; 
a total  of  1,162  persons  were  X-Rayed.  A total  of  44  persons  wore  referred  for 
further  examination  during  this  Survey, 


6, 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

The  British  vaccine,  which  was  made  available  in  1956,  was  administered  to 
children  born  in  the  years  1947  to  1954  whose  parents  registered  their  wish  for 
vaccination. 

Enough  vaccine  was  not  available  for  all  the  children  registered  and  it  was  made 
available  to  children  born  in  certain  designated  months. 

In  Halesworth,  in  1956,  one  child  received  the  complete  course  of  Poliomyelitis 
vaccine. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SURVEYOR/PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1956. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1956. 

Water. 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Halesworth  Urban  District  Council.  Average  daily  consump- 
tion is  72,000  gallons.  The  supply  is  pure  and  wholesome,  of  the  highest  standard  of 
bacterial  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

During  the  year  small  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  mains  in  the  Queens  Drive 
area,  this  main  is  extended  as  the  Estatd  increases. 

A Ministry  Inquiry  has  been  held  regarding  the  installation  of  a six  inch  main  from 
the  Walpole  Pumping  Station  of  the  Blyth  Rural  District  Council  and  Ministry  approval 
has  been  granted  to  the  laying  of  such  a main  to  augment  the  supply  to  the  London  Road 
water  tower. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  further  extensions  have  been  carried  out  to  the  Sewerage  System  of  the  Town,  - 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  Town  using  pail  closets  have  decreased  from  94  to  S4. 
This  decrease,  gradual  as  it  is,  must  eventually  cease  upon  reaching  a final  core  of 
properties  which  cannot  be  connected  to  the  sewer  by  reason  of  location  and  levels  or  if 
by  reason  of  their  state  of  disrepair,  it  would  be  uneconomic  to  consider  such 
connection. 

Three  houses  which  were  previously  drained  to  a cesspool  have  now  connected 'to 
the  sewer.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  where  possible,  this  trend  will  bo  continued. 

The  emptying  of  pail  closets  and  cesspools  is  still  carried  out  by  Contractors, 
Public  Cleansing. 

A weekly  collection  of  Refuse  is  made  by  the  Council  employing  two  men  and  one 
refuse  cart  and  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Cookley  dump. 

The  tip  is  visited  regularly  by  the  Rodent  operator. 

Street  cleaning  is  carried  out  daily  and  storm  water  gullies  are  emptied  at 
regular  intervals. 

Rodent  Control. 

One  part  time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the  To wn.  There  are  745  houses 
within  the  Council's  area  and  complaints  are  dealt  with  immediately  upon  their  receipt. 
There  have  been  no  complaints  of  rat  infestation  in  the  Town,  and  investigation  of 
the  Town  sewers  have  failed  to  show  any  trace  of  rat  infestation. 

Several  firms  within  the  area  employ  private  firms  specialising  in  Rodent  Control 
and  full  co-operation  exists  between  these  firms  and  the  Local  Authority. 

Eradication  of  Vermin. 

Two  complaints  of  infestation  with  fleas  have  been  received  and  dealt  with. 


7. 


Ice  Cream. 


There  are  10  persons  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  area  all 
of  whom  soil  pre-packed  Ice  Cream. 

Meat  & Food  Inspection. 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  Town  which  are  used  solely  for 
supplying  the  shops  of  their  owners.  The  Slaughterhouses  are  old  but  are  maintained 
in  a clean  condition. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part . 


Cattle 

excluding  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
& lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

13?- 

- 

- 

1 

300 

Number  inspected 

132 

- 

- 

1 

300 

Whole  Carcases  condemned; 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned: 
Tuberculosis . 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Other  Causes 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Brief  Analysis  of  "other 

Causes" 

Distomatosis 

and  Cirrhosis. 

Food  Promises. 

33  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  made  during  the  period  under  review 
and  three  premises  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  as  a result  of  informal  action 
necessary  alterations  were  made. 

Housing. 


During  the  year  6l  houses  were  inspected  11  of  which  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  as  a result  of  informal  action  the  necessary  repairs  were  carried 
out. 


As  a result  of  the  survey  carried  out  in  1955,  Demolition  Orders  were 
served  on  four  properties  three  of  which  were  demolished  during  the  year.  Closing 
Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  a further  four  houses. 

Two  Improvement  Grants  were  approved  during  the  year. 

Four  new  houses  were  built  by  Private  Enterprise  during  the  year. 


Factories  Act  1937  and  1948, 


There  are  29  premises  registered  as  Factories  within  the  Urban  District  Area, 
all  of  which  have  been  visited. 


No  defects  have  been  noted  on  these  visits . 


I am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.W.Y.  BUCKLEY, 

Surveyor/Public  Health  Inspector, 
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